ST PETER IN CHAINS RC INFANT SCHOOL

SEND INFORMATION REPORT
Our vision and how we hope to achieve it
Following the example of Jesus and inspired by the ‘message of the Gospel’, we celebrate the unique gift that every child is and we work hard to enable each child to become all that they are capable of being. We endeavour to create and live in a community where Christian values are at the heart of all we do.

Teaching is differentiated to meet the precise needs of every child but we maintain the highest expectations and strive for the very highest standards.
“We seek the best, hope for the best; expect the best, work for the best.”

Type of school we are
At St Peter’s we have two classes of approximately 60 children in each year — Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. We do not have a nursery.

How we know if a child has special educational needs
We make sure that we have strong links with pre-school settings, so that children who have been identified as having needs have the best start to their reception year. Meetings are attended and information shared.

When children join the school they are assessed according to the expectations of that year group and needs are identified.   Children who have obvious difficulties are identified quickly and concerns raised with the SENCo.  The SENCo will liaise with the child’s previous school and discuss needs with parents.  The SENCo will then observe the child in class and if necessary carry out further assessments of the child.  

Our regular assessment and monitoring procedures continue throughout the children’s time at the school to look out for any special needs that may develop later.  We work hard to maintain good home/school links and parents are always welcome to speak to us if they have any concerns.
By working together, we can create the very best possible environment and opportunities for your children to grow and learn.  We work hard to build and maintain good relationships with our parents and encourage them to always speak to us about any concerns. 

What types of SEND do we provide for
We provide for a variety of SEND, including children with cognition and learning needs, communication and interaction needs, sensory needs and for those children with social and emotional needs.  

What we do to help children with special educational needs
At St. Peter-in-Chains we recognise the unique gift that every child is and work hard to enable each child to become all that they are capable of being.   We recognise that early intervention and support is paramount in supporting your child’s development. Their progress is carefully monitored.  We aim to ensure St Peter’s has a well-developed system that supports children with a variety of special educational needs or disabilities. 
Firstly, the children’s area of difficulty is identified. We share our concerns with parents and listen to their views.
Together with the parents we discuss and agree a plan to support the child’s needs. The child will be set manageable targets which parents and teachers will help them to achieve. We carefully monitor progress each term and meet with parents and other professionals to assess if targets have been achieved and to further support any other areas of need. 

These are some of the interventions that we offer:

English:




Maths:

Phonics groups



Five Minute Number Box
Spelling groups



Maths catch up sessions

Read Write Inc.



Numicon sessions

Speech and Language:


Social and emotional development:

Language groups



Lego groups

Physical development:


General:

Gross motor skills groups


Pre-teaching sessions

Fine motor skills groups

Handwriting groups

How we adapt our teaching for children with special educational needs
Every class teacher aims to meet the needs of each child by providing them with the right tools and programme to support their learning needs. 

Children with special educational needs are taught with their class and lessons are designed to cater for individual needs, ensuring that all children are given the tools and support to achieve their goals. Lessons are tailored to suit children of different abilities and also different learning styles.  

How we decide what resources we can give to a child with special educational needs
Part of the school’s budget is to support pupils with SEN and disabilities. This is used as effectively as possible in order to ensure that support is given to children who need it.  A high level of support is often given to children who find it difficult to cope in the classroom but who are deemed not eligible for additional funding. Moreover without this support the quality of all children’s learning would be affected.

Support programmes are decided by the class teacher and the SENCO with support from the HT.  All Intervention programmes are carefully monitored and evaluated to ensure that they have an impact. Our aim is to promote independent and resilient learners who are willing to take risks.

How we check that a child is making progress and how we keep parents informed
We work hard to maintain good home/school links and parents are always welcome to speak to us if they have any concerns.  We have parents evening twice a year in order for teachers to discuss progress. Parents also receive a school report in the summer term, identifying progress and key areas of learning.
Parents of children with special educational needs are kept informed through termly IEP meetings, parents evening and they know that they are welcome to discuss their child at any other time.

The SENCo and Head teacher monitor the impact of interventions groups and the progress that children are making.  

Support we offer for children’s health and general wellbeing
We believe that in order to learn, children should be happy and well behaved, so staff work with children in class on social skills, behaviour and well-being. These are also key areas that are addressed in assemblies throughout the year.

Four of our support staff are trained first aiders and several more have received one day training

Any child with medical needs has a care plan, which is created with the welfare officer, school nurse and parents. The school nurse visits regularly and ensures that care plans are correct and followed. Children with specific medical needs are identified and their needs are made aware to staff. 

St Peter’s have a clear anti-bullying policy that outlines guidelines to prevent and tackle any issues of bullying. If a child does have specific behavioural difficulties, we provide a Behaviour support programme designed to identify areas of concern and strategies to be used in the class. 

Specialist external services we use when we think extra help is needed
We have INSET training that all members of staff receive, including yearly child protection training.  Sometimes a child will have needs that will benefit from specialists outside the school.
Our school works very closely with local authority services such as:

· Speech and language services

· Occupational Therapist

· Visually-impaired Service

· Hearing-impaired service

· Educational Psychologist

· The Autism Team

· Social Services

· The Family Support Services

· School Nurse

The training staff have had or are getting
Our staff attend training sessions at the local professional development training centre.  The staff take part in weekly professional development meetings as well as taking part in training days throughout the year, many of which relate directly to special needs.
How we include children in activities and school trips
Children with special needs and/or disabilities at St Peter’s attend outside activities and are assisted to do so with support staff. This enables them to participate safely and helps them to fully enjoy each experience. We consult with parents to finalise arrangements and ensure that they are happy with plans. 

Our school environment
Our school is built on a hill and therefore it has many steps. All improvements to the building have been very mindful of access and modifications have been made wherever possible; disabled toilets are available in the hall and a ramp is available in the playground. Disabled parents have always been accommodated and staff have gone out of their way to facilitate access for all.  Any alterations to the building to make it completely accessible are inhibited by cost, space and feasibility. (See our accessibility plan).

How we prepare for children joining our school and leaving our school
Children joining our school are invited to visit the Reception class in the summer term prior to them starting school.  We have links with pre-school providers and if a child is known to have special educational needs the SENCo will make contact with the pre-school provider and arrange to visit the child in the setting, as well as arranging additional visits for the child to visit the school.  
When a child with special educational needs transfers to another school or moves on to the next stage in their education, the SENCo will make contact with the new setting and forward records and documents.  If appropriate, the SENCo will also arrange visits for the child to the new setting. 

When moving classes information will be passed on to the new class teacher in advance and a handover meeting will take place with the new teacher. 
If children would be helped by a book to support them understand moving on then it will be made for them. The book will use photographs and provide key information for the child such as who their new teacher will be, what their new class looks like and any other important changes for the child. 
How parents are involved in school life
St Peter’s is very proud of the relationship that is has with parents and works very hard to maintain strong links. We are always ready to speak to parents about any concerns regarding their child. The Head teacher meets with parents when she is available. The SENCo is also available to discuss concerns.

Who to contact for more information or to discuss a concern
When parents are concerned about their child they can arrange a meeting with:

· The child’s class teacher 
· The SENCo (Special needs coordinator) Mrs Miriam Winer
· The Head teacher, Ms Falvey

Our offer to children with special educational needs and disabilities was prepared in October 2018
It will be reviewed in October 2019
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