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Mission Statement


‘Following the example of Jesus and inspired by the ‘message of the Gospel’, we celebrate the unique gift that every child is and we work hard to enable each child to become all that they are capable of being. We endeavour to create and live in community where Christian values are at the heart of all we do’.
In line with our Mission Statement we believe that every child has the right to feel valued and respected and be treated fairly and well. We also believe that every child has the right to an education which offers him/her the best opportunity to reach their full potential. This is borne out fully in our RE policy.

Aims of Religious Education

The Aim of Religious Education at St. Peter-in-Chains is to produce religiously literate children who have the knowledge, understanding and skills to think spiritually, ethically, theologically and who are aware of the demands of religious commitment in everyday life.

Objectives:-

To develop children’s knowledge and understanding of God, Jesus his son and the Holy Spirit.

To develop an appreciation and awareness of this faith and how to live it.

To foster children’s spiritual and moral development.

To celebrate together as a community – through prayer, worship and liturgy.

To support teaching of British Values by fostering appropriate attitudes: respect for truth, respect for others, and to prepare the children for living in a multi-cultural, multi-faith society. See Appendix 1 
The Religious Education Programme

To fulfil our aims and objectives we use the Come and See programme of Religious Education. It integrates the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the Levels of Attainment and the Religious Education Curriculum Directory (RECD). See Appendix 2 for how the Come and See programme covers the requirements of the Curriculum Directory.
There are three topics taught each term and 2 ‘other faith’ units; Islam and

Judaism. Staff are encouraged to involve members of the Jewish and Islamic faith to visit school where possible.

There is a selection of religious artefacts, books, film clips and posters etc in school. 
Planning

The Come and See programme provides a whole school approach and there is good progression from year to year. Please refer to the Come and See, materials for more detail about planning and curriculum coverage. 
The advantages of this approach are:
· Appropriate content for each group is ensured

· Planning and recording are easy

· Continuity and progression across the school are assured

· Communal celebrations are possible

Teaching and Learning

Children learn in different ways – so lessons are planned to take into account the needs and learning styles of all children.

ICT, music, drama, art and literacy as well as first hand experiences are all used to promote excellence in religious education. 
Teachers’ planning is thorough and makes reference to the relevant aspects of the RECD. Planning is clearly differentiated to meet the needs of all children taking into account expected levels of attainment.
All staff have access to a wide range of resources.

Collective Worship and prayer whilst not part of the designated teaching time in Religious Education are an essential part of children’s spiritual development. They form an integral part of the school day.  (See Collective Worship Policy).

Assessment and Record Keeping

Assessment in R.E. is seen in its broadest sense and is not solely limited to measurement and tests. Information is gathered in a variety of ways and used to inform attainment at the end of each topic. This in turn informs future planning and provision for each child.

Regular moderation exercises are held to ensure that all staff agree Levels of Attainment and that there is clear progression between each year group. Assessments are then moderated at Deanery and Diocesan level.
Children’s knowledge and skills in RE is discussed at parent teacher consultations and reported on at the end of each year. 

Monitoring is carried out termly by the R.E. coordinator.  This includes a scrutiny of teacher’s planning and evaluation, children’s work and lesson observations. Staff are also involved in the process of self evaluation. All of these elements inform the R.E. SEF and the School Improvement Plan. 

Marking

Work should be marked in accordance with the school marking policy (see policy). Work should be marked in relation to the learning intentions. Key words must be corrected. Comments should encourage children to reflect, analyse and should be interactive.

Home, School, Parish and Wider Community Links

St Peters recognises that it cannot teach the children without the co​operation of the parents, parish and wider community. The parents/guardians are the first educators and they are in partnership with the teachers to help parents in the task of teaching the Catholic faith. 

Parents are:

· Given a warm welcome when they visit our school.

· Given termly curriculum overviews which inform them of the topics
covered in class, as well as ways they can support their child's learning.

· Given Advent and Lent journals so they can share the importance of these liturgical seasons with their children

· Given an opportunity to give support/input with their child's RE

          home learning.

· Given a verbal report on their child's RE development during Parents’
evenings.

· Given a written report on their child's RE development at the end of the year.

· Given opportunities to be involved in all charity activities during the year for school or for the wider community.

Parish Priest
The parish priest, who is also a governor of the school, has responsibility for the pastoral care of the school community. The parish priest helps to promote the spiritual life of the school. He leads the celebration of liturgies and mass and he visits the school on a regular basis. He is an integral link with the parish community.
Wider Community

St. Peters is part of a vibrant and caring community and works hard with the wider community to drive exceptional outcomes for children. It has links with local nurseries, schools and colleges, as well the NLC and the Deanery and the Diocese.

The school builds close relationships with the local community by inviting them to celebrations and events e.g. the summer fair and the carol service; welcoming visitors from different walks of life such as charity organisations, sport, the arts, science, the environment such as the emergency services and parish volunteers.

The Religious Education Subject Leader

The first purpose of the subject leader’s role is to help improve the quality of the teaching and learning that the children receive in R.E.

The subject leader is responsible for:
· Writing and keeping relevant documentation up to date

· Co-ordinating the teaching throughout the school by encouraging
collaboration between year groups or key stages

· Being involved in the process of assessment, recording and reporting

· Monitoring the quality of teaching, the progression and continuity of

· R.E. throughout the school.

· Offering support and advice to colleagues

· Identifying resource requirements

· Maintaining a strong relationship between the school, the parish and the Diocese.

· Maintaining the high status of worship within the school

· With the head teacher, completing the R.E action plan. R.E. SEF
and using it to inform the School Improvement Plan

· Keeping resources well stored and available

· Ensuring that the Curriculum Directory is understood and being followed

Environment and Display
From the moment you enter St Peter-in-Chains, it is clear that it is a Catholic school. There a number of statues, icons, prayer foci and displays of children’s work and a wall of certificates acknowledging the school’s generous charitable contributions.

Each classroom has a prayer area in a prominent place and a display dedicated to current learning in Religious Education.
Resources

The school has a variety of resources including books, artefacts, posters, Bibles, ICT, and CDs etc., to enhance teaching and learning and the environment.

Equal Opportunities

St. Peter in Chains promotes equal opportunities in all areas of school life. As a Catholic School it is recognised that Christ is the foundation of everything we do and requires us to treat others with the utmost respect and dignity.
Religious Education must be equally available as far as possible to all children regardless of ability, gender, race, age or class.

Special Needs

The curriculum is adapted as far as possible to meet the needs and ability of children with specific learning difficulties.

Health and Safety
The Health and Safety of children is paramount at all times.  Children must be fully supervised during R.E. lessons in and out of the classroom.  Particular attention must be paid to the use of matches, candles, etc.

A risk assessment should be carried out, before any of these are used.

See also
Collective Worship and Prayer Policy
SRE Policy

Special Needs Policy
APPENDIX 1
CES British Values British_Values_Practical_Advice_Feb_2015%20(1).pdf
APPENDIX 2

Religious Education Curriculum Directory 3–5 Early Years

cross referenced with Come and See 
	
	Theme
	Topic

	Revelation


	
	

	come to know that God loves each one always and at all times;
	Domestic Church 

Baptism /Confirmation

Reconciliation
	Myself 

Welcome

Friends

	come to know Jesus is God the Father’s Son;
	Advent/Christmas
	Birthday

	experience and come to know that Jesus tells us about God his Father;
	Eucharist

Pentecost

Reconciliation
	Gathering

Good News

Friends

	hear the story of Christmas 
	Advent/Christmas
	Birthday 

	hear the story of Easter;
	Lent/ Easter
	Growing

	hear about the good news of Pentecost;
	Pentecost 
	Good News

	experience and become familiar with the sign of the cross.
	Baptism /Confirmation 

Lent/ Easter
	Welcome 

Growing

	The Church


	
	

	 know that they are special within their family and the community;
	Domestic Church 

Baptism /Confirmation
	Myself 

Baptism /Confirmation

	come to know that Mary is the Mother of Jesus;
	Advent/Christmas

Local Church

Lent/ Easter
	Birthday

Celebration

Growing

	experience that a church is a special place where God’s People gather to pray;
	Baptism /Confirmation

Local Church

Eucharist 
	Welcome

Celebration

Gathering 

	begin to hear about God’s wonderful world.
	Universal  Church
	Our World 

	Celebration


	
	

	come to appreciate their friendship with Jesus through Baptism;
	Baptism /Confirmation 
	Welcome 

	come to know that Jesus helps us to choose the good;
	Lent/ Easter

Reconciliation
	Growing

Friends

	come to know that Sunday is a special day for the church family who come together to celebrate;
	Local Church

Eucharist
	Celebration

Gathering

	experience and recognise prayer is talking and listening to God;
	All themes: especially

Domestic Church 

Eucharist

Reconciliation
	All topics: especially 

Myself 

Gathering

Friends

	experience praying with others as a celebration;
	All themes: especially

Local Church

Eucharist
	All topics: especially in the Rejoice section  and in 

Celebration

Gathering

	experience liturgical celebrations in a variety of simple settings;
	Baptism /Confirmation

Local Church

Eucharist
	Welcome

Celebration

Gathering

	be able to join in simple prayers and hymns
	All themes: especially

Advent/Christmas

Eucharist

Reconciliation
	All topics : especially in the Rejoice section  and in 

Birthday

Gathering

Friends

	Life in Christ


	
	

	respect each other, respect adults;
	All themes: especially 

Lent/ Easter
	All topics: especially 

Growing

	learn to take responsibility for choices and actions;
	Lent/ Easter

Reconciliation
	Growing

Friends

	learn to say ‘sorry’;
	Reconciliation 
	Friends

	 form, and experience good relationships with peers and with adults in the school community.
	All topics: especially

Lent/ Easter

Reconciliation
	All topics: especially

Growing

Friends

	 ways in which a Christian family and parish share and celebrate life, and show care for one another
	Baptism /Confirmation

Local Church

Eucharist

Pentecost
	Welcome

Celebration

Gathering

Good News


Religious Education Curriculum Directory 5-7
cross referenced with Come and See 
	
	Theme 
	Topic
	Year  group 1

                    2

	Revelation

	
	
	

	the  Sign of the Cross;
	Baptism /Confirmation

Baptism /Confirmation
	Belonging 

Signs and symbols
	1

2

	the beauty, detail and order in creation;
	Universal Church

Domestic Church 

Universal Church
	Neighbours

Beginnings

Treasures
	1

2

2

	Scriptural praise of God in creation and the story of creation as God’s work;
	Universal Church

Domestic Church 

Local Church

Universal Church
	Neighbours

Beginnings

Books 

Treasures
	1

2

2

2

	their gifts and growth (e.g. gifts of senses);
	Lent/Easter

Lent/Easter

Universal Church
	Change

Opportunities

Treasures 
	1

2

2

	Scriptural imagery which speaks of God; stories of significant people in the Old and New Testament;
	Domestic Church 

Universal Church

Domestic Church 

Advent/ Christmas

Local Church

Universal Church
	Families

Neighbours

Beginnings

 Preparing

Books

Treasures
	1

1

2

2

2

2

	the main events, characters and places in the life of Jesus: Nativity, 
	Advent/ Christmas 

Advent/ Christmas
	Waiting

Preparing 
	1

2

	Palm Sunday, the Last Supper, Good Friday and Easter Sunday;
	Lent/Easter

Eucharist

Lent/Easter
	Change

Thanksgiving

Opportunities
	1

2

2

	the story of the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
	Pentecost

Pentecost
	Holidays and holydays

Spread the Word


	1

2

	The Church


	
	
	

	relationships they have in the family, at school, in the parish, neighbourhood, world;
	Domestic Church 

Local Church

Lent/Easter

Lent/Easter
	Families

Special people 

Change

Opportunities
	1

1

1

2

	ways of belonging to the community;
	Local Church

Eucharist

Universal Church

Local Church

Eucharist

Lent/Easter

Universal Church
	Special people

Meals 

Neighbours

Books

Thanksgiving 

Opportunities

Treasures
	1

1

1

2

2

2

2

	the ‘Church’ as the People of God made one by Jesus, a community which shares love and life;
	Local Church

Eucharist

Lent/Easter

Universal Church

Baptism /Confirmation

Local Church

Lent/Easter

Universal Church
	Special people

Meals

Change

Neighbours

Signs and symbols

Books

Opportunities

Treasures
	1

1

1

1

2

2

2

2

	roles in the communities to which they belong (e.g. children, parents,

parishioners, priest, bishop, Pope);
	Domestic Church 

Local Church

Eucharist

Local Church

Eucharist
	Families

Special people

Meal 

Books

Thanksgiving 2
	1

1

1

2

	the role of Mary and her ‘yes’ to God’s Word;
	Advent/ Christmas 

Advent/ Christmas
	Waiting 

Preparing
	1

2

	God’s call to key figures in the history of the People of God, past and present; and saints/founders;
	Pentecost

Pentecost
	Holidays and holydays

Spread the Word


	1

2

	the Church as a ‘house of God’ where God’s People gather with Jesus; 
	Baptism /Confirmation

Local Church

Eucharist

Local Church

Eucharist
	Belonging

Special people  

Meals

Books

Thanksgiving
	1

1

1

2

2

	the Church buildings and furnishings and how people show respect and reverence in church;
	Local Church

Eucharist

Local Church

Eucharist


	Special people

Meals

Books

Thanksgiving
	1

1

2

2

	the way Jesus proclaimed the Good News in what he did and said;
	Domestic Church 

Lent/Easter
	Families

Opportunities
	1

2

	the way Jesus gathered and formed a community of disciples and the life

they shared;
	Pentecost
	Spread the Word


	2

	how people who heard the Good News of Jesus began to share a way of life;
	Pentecost

Pentecost
	Holidays and holydays

Spread the Word


	1

2

	opportunities today to live and share life following the example of Jesus; 
	Lent/Easter

Reconciliation

Lent/Easter

Reconciliation
	Change

Being sorry

Opportunities

Rules
	1

1

2

2

	the Jewish faith
	Judaism 

Judaism
	Abraham and Moses

Shabbat
	1

2

	Celebration



	
	
	

	the place and value  of celebrations in family, school and parish;
	Local Church

Eucharist

Pentecost

Local Church

Eucharist
	Special people

Meals 

Holidays and holydays 

Books

Thanksgiving
	1

1

1

2

2

	 the Church’s celebration of Sunday as a special day;
	Local Church

Eucharist

Local Church

Eucharist
	Special people  

Meals

Books

Thanksgiving
	1

1

2

2

	some ways the church celebrates
	Local Church

Eucharist

Pentecost

Local Church

Eucharist

Lent/Easter

Pentecost
	Special people 

Meals 

Holidays and holydays

Books

Thanksgiving

Opportunities

Spread the Word
	1

1

1

2

2

2

2

	major seasons of the liturgical year;
	Advent/ Christmas 

Lent/Easter 

Pentecost

Advent/ Christmas 

Lent/Easter

Pentecost
	Waiting 

Change

Holidays and holydays

Preparing 

Opportunities

Spread the Word
	1

1

1

2

2

2

	celebrations in the life of Jesus;
	Local Church
	Special people  
	1

	signs and symbols used by the Church;
	Baptism /Confirmation

Eucharist

Baptism /Confirmation

Eucharist
	Belonging 

Meals

Signs and symbols

Thanksgiving
	1

1

2

2

	ways in which Jesus invited men and women to friendship and discipleship
	Pentecost
	Spread the Word


	2

	the main rites and symbols of Baptism and Confirmation;
	Baptism /Confirmation

Baptism /Confirmation
	Belonging 

Signs and symbols
	1

2

	the story of the Last Supper;
	Eucharist

Eucharist

Lent/Easter
	Meals

Thanksgiving

Opportunities
	1

2

2

	the main aspects of the Eucharistic celebration and prayers used at the Eucharist
	Eucharist

Eucharist
	Meals

Thanksgiving
	1

2

	the need to say sorry and ask forgiveness;
	Reconciliation

Reconciliation
	Being sorry

Rules
	1

2

	the Good News of God’s love and forgiveness in Old and New Testament and the prayers of the Mass; 
	Reconciliation

Eucharist

Eucharist
	Being sorry

Meals

Thanksgiving
	1

1

2



	Gospel accounts of how Jesus gave individuals the chance to change;
	Lent/Easter

Lent/Easter

Reconciliation
	Change

Opportunities

Rules
	1

2

2

	ways in which Jesus showed love and care;
	Pentecost

Universal Church

Pentecost
	Holidays and holydays

Neighbours

Spread the Word


	1

1

2

	the role of a priest in the love and service of God’s family
	Local Church 

Eucharist

Eucharist

Reconciliation
	Special people  

Meals

Thanksgiving

Rules
	1

1

2

2

	prayers from Scripture and tradition;
	All themes
	All topics 
	1

2

	Jesus prayer to his Father;
	Baptism /Confirmation

Eucharist
	Belonging 

Meals
	1

1

	ways in which people pray in church
	Eucharist

Eucharist

Reconciliation
	Meals

Thanksgiving

Rules


	1

2

2

	celebrations of the Jewish faith and other religions.
	Judaism

Islam

Hinduism

Sikhism
	Shabbat

Prayer at home

Puja

Daily prayer 
	2

	Life in Christ


	
	
	

	relationships of love (e.g. parent, child) and love received and given (e.g.

sharing)
	Domestic Church

Baptism /Confirmation

Reconciliation

Domestic Church
	Families

Belonging

Being sorry

Beginnings 


	1

1

1

2

	their human qualities and gifts and those of others;
	Domestic Church 

Domestic Church 

Universal Church
	Families

Beginnings

Treasures
	1

2

2

	self-esteem and respect for others
	Domestic Church 

Reconciliation

Eucharist

Reconciliation
	Families

Being sorry

Thanksgiving
Rules
	1

1

2



	ways in which Jesus showed love and respect for others;
	Reconciliation

Universal Church

Reconciliation
	Being sorry

Neighbours

Rules
	1

1

2

	ways in which they are free to choose;
	Reconciliation

Reconciliation


	Being sorry

Rules


	1

2

	taking responsibility for themselves and towards others;
	Reconciliation

Universal Church

Reconciliation
	Being sorry

Neighbours

Rules
	1

1

2

	Scripture passages which illustrate freedom and responsibility in the

choices people made;
	Reconciliation

Pentecost

Reconciliation


	Being sorry

Spread the Word

Rules
	1

2

2



	the Holy spirit as the Helper Jesus promised his Church;
	Pentecost

Pentecost
	Holidays and holydays 

Spread the Word
	1

2

	the love shown to them and how to show love to others;
	Lent/Easter

Reconciliation

Eucharist

Lent/Easter

Reconciliation
	Change

Being sorry

Thanksgiving

Opportunities

Rules
	1

1

2

2

2

	 responses that are not loving and failures to show love and care;
	Reconciliation

Reconciliation
	Being sorry

Rules


	1

2

	Scripture passages which reveal God’s love (e.g. psalms of thanks, trust, calls for help);
	Lent/Easter

Reconciliation

Lent/Easter

Reconciliation
	Change

Being sorry

Opportunities

Rules
	1

1

2

2

	Jesus’ commandment ‘love one another signs of God’s care and blessings: in

creation, in Scripture and in human life as I have loved you
	Reconciliation

Universal Church

Reconciliation

Universal Church


	Being sorry

Neighbours

Rules

Treasures


	1

1

2

2

	similarity, equality and difference;
	Universal Church
	Neighbours
	1

	passages in Scripture which express joy and trust in God’s love;
	Domestic Church 

Lent/Easter

Reconciliation

Universal Church

Lent/Easter

Reconciliation
	Families

Change

Being sorry

Neighbours

Opportunities

Rules
	1

1

1

1

2

2

	the words of Jesus which speak of his Father’s love;
	Reconciliation

Universal Church

Pentecost 

Reconciliation
	Being sorry

Neighbours

Spread the Word

Rules


	1

1

2

2

	neighbours’ and Jesus’ call to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’;
	Universal Church 

Universal Church


	Neighbours 

Treasures
	1

2

	the way the Jewish faith and other religions live their lives
	Judaism

Islam

Hinduism

Sikhism
	Shabbat

Prayer at home

Puja

Daily prayer 
	2


RE Websites

Worship:

www.-leed-dicoese.org.uk (go into R.E. then primary noticeboard

www.schoolassemblies.btinternet.co.uk

www.assemblies.org.uk (excellent)

www.tasc.ac.uk/cc/

This is the official site of the RC Church of England and has some useful links with other sites across the country.

www.theresite.org.uk

This is the site of the national RE Council’s own directory of RE related

organisations

Online-d@www.online-direction.com for spiritual direction online

Teaching:

Come and See www.comeandseere.co.uk

Dottie and Buzz www.dottieandbuzz.co.uk

RE-Quest www.request.org.uk

RE ONLINE www.reonline.org.uk

The Religious Education Site

www.theresite.org.uk

Religious Education at the Virtual Teachers' Centre

www.vtc.ngfk.gov.uk/resource/cits/re/

Teaching Resources and Materials

www.re-xs.ucsm.ac.uk/schools/cupboard/

The Bible Gateway

www.gospelcom.net/bible
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