St. Peter-in-Chains R.C. Infant School

Personal Social Health and Citizenship Education Policy (PSHCE)
Background Information
The National Curriculum (QCA/DfEE 1999) has two broad aims that provide an essential context within which schools develop their PSHCE.

Aim 1: The school curriculum should aim to provide opportunities for all pupils to learn and achieve.

Aim 2: The school curriculum should aim to promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and prepare all pupils for the opportunities and responsibilities of life.
Every Child Matters, which led to the Children Act (2004) emphasised that PSHCE in schools play a vital role in achieving the five national outcomes for children. These are: being healthy, staying safe, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic well-being.

This policy should be considered alongside the following policies:-

RE policy

Science Policy

PE Policy

Behaviour Policy

Equal Opportunities Policy

Inclusion Policy

Anti-Bullying Policy

Child Protection Policy

Introduction

What is PSHCE?

PSHCE encompasses all areas designed to promote children’s personal, social and health development. It gives children the knowledge, skills and understanding that they need to stay healthy and safe, develop good relationships, respect differences, develop independence and responsibility and make the most of their own abilities and celebrate those of others.
Aims

In keeping with our mission to live in a community where values are at the heart of all we do and to enable all children to become what they are capable of we endeavour to :-

· Create a secure, harmonious, caring and stimulating environment in which there is a sincere respect for the uniqueness of each person.

· To help children develop confidence, self-awareness and positive self-esteem.

· To help children develop understanding and respect for other pupils within a multi-cultural society.

Objectives

We hope to enable children to:-
·  make choices that will help to keep them healthy and safe.
· value the achievements they make and the achievements of others.

· be motivated and successful learners

· develop positive relationships with others.

· to be active citizens in the wider community.
· be prepared for the opportunities and responsibilities they will encounter in their lives.

Organisation, Planning, Delivery and Assessment
The PSHCE Co-ordinator is responsible for leading PSHCE in the school.

Curriculum context and coverage

As stated in guidance from the QCA (2005) PSHCE is provided through a combination of:-
· discrete provision within separate curriculum time

· opportunities within other curriculum subjects

· through activities and school events which involve pupils in the life of the school and wider community

Discrete Provision - Talk Topics
Each week the school has a ‘Talk Topic’ which involves the whole school community. Each class has a weekly time-tabled session to undertake Talk Topic activities. Each term a number of PSHCE Talk Topics are planned which are largely based upon the SEAL teaching programme (see PSHCE Talk Topics planning files).

Provision within other subjects

A great deal of our PSHCE curriculum is taught through our RE ‘Here I Am’ scheme of work. A number of our Science and Geography topics also provide explicit provision for a number of aspects of PSHCE (see PSHCE Coordinator’s file for curriculum map). Provision also occurs implicitly through a wide range of subjects such as literacy, numeracy, PE, history, music, art and design.
In the Foundation Stage provision of PSHCE is provided extensively through the PSE area of learning and more specifically through the topics ‘Growing and Changing’ and ‘Senses’ (please see Foundation Stage planning for further detail).

Whole school activities and involvement in the wider community.

Children are involved in a range of activities which contribute greatly to PSHCE provision, including: - 

· whole school collective worship assemblies

· celebratory class assemblies

· Harvest, Easter and Christmas celebrations

· star of the week

· regular celebration of individual achievement through the sharing of awards received and outstanding achievements 

· school talk topic suggestion box
· the development of a school council

· charity fund raising

· summer fair
· sports day picnic

· multi-skills inter-school competition

· close links with St. Peter-in-Chains RC church and St. Gildas’ RC Junior School.

Teaching and Learning
A wide range of teaching and learning strategies will be used as appropriate. These will include circle-time, whole-class discussion and debates, storytelling, case-studies, role-play, visitors to school and triggers such as drawings, posters, photographs, situation cards, storyboards and drawings. Teachers will choose the method most appropriate for their class to meet their PSHCE objectives.

Active learning methods will be used in planned Talk Topics.  Children will undertake an activity, reflect on the processes they have used, practise this process and then be encouraged to think about what they have learnt and how might they use this learning in future.
Assessment

Children’s understanding, knowledge and skills is assessed through observation, discussion and questioning. More formal assessment is carried out at the end of planned Talk Topics. Within this assessment there is opportunity for children to reflect on the ‘Talk Topic’ and the progress that they have made.
Foundation Stage pupils will also be assessed in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile.
Monitoring

Monitoring of PSHCE is carried out by the PSHCE Coordinator. This is done by a scrutiny of teachers’ Talk Topic assessments and evaluations. In these evaluations staff and pupils are invited to reflect and comment on PSHCE and staff are fully involved in the process of self-review.

Samples of work from all areas of the PSHCE curriculum, including photographs and questioning of children, will be collected on a termly basis to be kept in the PSHCE portfolio.

Equal Opportunities

All children have equal access to the PSHCE curriculum and delivery will be differentiated appropriately. Resources and materials will be developmentally appropriate, sensitive to the needs and backgrounds of the children and will not reflect gender or cultural stereotypes. 
Special Needs

Whenever possible, the curriculum will be adapted to meet the needs and ability of children with specific learning difficulties.

Parental and Community Cohesion
Parents are invited to join in many events in the school, such as religious celebrations, gardening, sports events and the summer fair. They are kept informed of events and developments through regular whole-school and year group newsletters.

Working with parents is a vital part of the whole-school approach to PSHCE. Parents are made aware of our Talk Topics and actively encouraged to discuss them with their children and to help children develop their own ideas to suggest for school Talk Topics.

We work closely with our local church and actively encourage the involvement of our priest. We involve outside agencies when appropriate to assist in delivering aspects of the curriculum. All visitors are encouraged to adhere to the following code of conduct.

· Be willing to share their experiences, beliefs and insights and be open and positive about children’s.

· Be supportive of the school’s aims, ethos and policies and plan their contribution with regard for these. 

· Seek to use engaging teaching and learning methods which involve the children actively.

· Communicate with children at an appropriate level for their age.
· Make clear to children who they are, who they represent and what their aims and objectives are.

Health and Safety

The health and safety of children is paramount at all times. Children must be fully supervised during all PSHCE activities in and out of the classroom. Particular care must be taken that visitors into school have been police checked and do not pose a threat to children.

Future Planning

Developments in PSHCE will be driven by the school’s continuing progress towards the achievement of Healthy School status and the embedding of the new ‘Talk Topic’ discrete PSHCE teaching framework.
Staff development

The PSHCE Coordinator will attend courses appropriate to national initiatives and the school’s needs. The Coordinator will disseminate information as appropriate to all school staff. If personal needs are identified for any individual school staff, the Coordinator will source appropriate training. 

Dissemination
To ensure the full effectiveness of the policy it will be shared and discussed with all teaching staff in a staff meeting and be made available to parents and all adults within the wider school community. Children will be made aware of the content through the teaching and learning they receive.
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