St. Peter-in-Chains RC Infant School
Drug Education Policy
Background Information

We have based our school’s drug education policy on the DfES guidance document Drugs: Guidance for school (DfES 0092/2004). In this document, drugs are defined as including alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs, as well as medicines and volatile substances. Drug education is taught in school within the context of Personal Social and Health Education and within the Science curriculum, and by answering questions honestly should they arise.

This policy should be considered alongside the following policies

· PSHCE Policy
· Health and Safety Policy 
· Child Protection Policy
· Whistle blowing Policy

· Inclusion policy

· Equal opportunities policy
Aims and Objectives
As a school we believe that we are responsible for helping our children to develop as mature citizens who understand their rights and responsibilities and have the skills to make appropriate choices to lead a full and rewarding life. We aim to equip children with the knowledge, understanding and skills that enable them to make choices that lead to a healthy lifestyle. Our teaching about drugs has the primary objective of helping children to become more confident and responsible young people. We teach children about the dangers to health posed by taking inappropriate drugs and the importance of taking medicines as prescribed by health professionals. We hope to develop in children the personal and social skills that will enable them to make informed moral and social decisions in relation to drugs in society.

Substances

The school defines drugs as any substance that affects the way in which the body functions physically, emotionally or mentally.

In our drug education the substances covered could include;

• Over the counter medicines – Calpol, paracetamol, cough medicine etc

• Prescription medicine – penicillin & anti biotics, other medicines prescribed for    

   parents to administer, Ritalin, Epipen administered adrenaline, asthma drug etc

• Drugs in the house prescribed for others therefore dangerous to the child

• Alcohol

• Tobacco

• Illegal drugs

• Solvents/volatile substances – aerosol sprays, petrol, butane gas
Provision of Programme

The responsibility for the policy and provision of drug education rests with the governing body. The head teacher carries delegated responsibility and is supported in the oversight of the programme.  Teaching staff within school are supported and guided by the PSHE Co-ordinator.

Organisation, planning and delivery
The PSHCE Coordinator is responsible for coordinating drug education in school.
The school teaches drug education through the broad themes identified within the Curriculum Guidance for Early Years Foundation Stage and PSHCE framework for KS1 (see PSHCE Coordinator’s file for curriculum map). Drug education is taught within related curriculum areas, in directed PSHCE time and by responding to issues as they arise in which would seek to extend the children’s learning by our appropriate response. As a health promoting school, issues relating to developing a healthy lifestyle will be promoted throughout the school year in many ways, through events, assemblies, circle time and class discussions.
The aspects of the KS1 Science curriculum and PSHCE curriculum which relates specifically to drug education specifies that pupils should learn about being safe with medicines and to be aware that household substances can be dangerous. These issues are learnt about in discrete curriculum time in our PSHCE Talk Topic ‘Keeping Safe and Well.’ 
Dealing with sensitive issues
When a child asks a direct question relating to drugs it will be answered honestly, but only the information requested will be given. The adult will only respond further if further questions are asked. Should any child be asking questions of an inappropriate nature for their age the question will not be answered and the incident will be dealt with in accordance with our Child Protection policy.

Drug related issues on school premises

The school does not permit drugs to be stored on the school premises. Should any child be recovering from illness and require a dose of medicine during the day the parent must make arrangements to visit the school and administer this and remove the drug container. No member of staff must administer drugs on behalf of the parent. The exceptions to this ruling are prescribed drugs for chronic conditions through which the non-administration of these drugs could be life threatening to the child e.g. Inhaler delivered drugs for asthma sufferers, adrenaline administered by an Epipen for children with severe allergic reactions. Should staff need to keep over the counter medication or prescribed drugs for their own use in school, they have a responsibility to ensure they are kept in a place which children cannot access even inadvertently.

Dealing with serious incidents
Should any adult be on the school premises and it is suspected that some form of substance abuse is influencing their behaviour and they pose a threat to members of the school community, the police will be called and asked to remove that person.
Alcohol in school

Children need to be aware alcohol is only for adult consumption. Alcohol donated to school events therefore should be removed as soon as possible. Any child winning alcohol has to be informed they cannot collect it, an adult must do this. All bottles etc must removed from school premises after events where it has been consumed prior to the children’s return to school on the next school day.

No smoking policy

The school is a smoke free environment. Nobody is allowed to smoke on premises whether the school has children present or not. Anyone doing so should be asked to go beyond the school to smoke.

Parental and Community Cohesion
The school understands that the primary role in children’s drug education lies with parents and carers. We wish to build a positive and supporting relationship with the parents of children at our school through mutual understanding, trust and co-operation. In promoting this objective we will:

• make available the school’s drug education policy and practice.
• take seriously any issue that parents raise with teachers or governors about this policy or the arrangements for drug education in the school;

• answer any questions that parents may have about the drug education of their child.
• if asked for advise by parents, teachers will inform parents about the best practice known with regard to drug education, so that the teaching in school supports the key messages that parents and carers give to children at home.
We encourage other valued members of the community to work with us to provide advice and support to the children with regard to health education. In particular, members of the Local Health Authority, such as the school nurse and other health professionals, give us valuable support with our drug education programme. As a Catholic school we also aim to advise and help parents who may be in need due to drug related issues by offering pastoral support through the church and guidance to relevant agencies and charities.

Future Planning

Developments in Drugs Education will be driven by the school’s continuing Healthy Schools work and national and local developments in this area.

Staff Development

The PSHCE Coordinator will attend courses appropriate to national initiatives and the school’s needs. The Coordinator will disseminate information as appropriate to all school staff. If personal needs are identified for any individual school staff, the Coordinator will source appropriate training.
Dissemination

To ensure the full effectiveness of the policy it will be shared and discussed with all teaching staff and be made available to parents and all adults within the school community.

 Monitoring and Review
The Curriculum Committee of the governing body will monitor the drug education policy on a regular basis. This committee reports its findings and recommendations to the full governing body, as necessary, if the policy needs modification. The Curriculum Committee gives serious consideration to any comments from parents about the drug education programme, and makes a record of all such comments.

