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 CHARGING POLICY

St. Peter-in-Chains RC Infant School aims to deliver a broad and balanced curriculum that is enriched through a wide variety of additional experiences. These take place both on and off the school site and all activities are chosen to support the children’s learning and the school’s ethos.

The Education Act 1996, (sections 402, 450 – 458, 460) clarifies the activities for which charges can be made or voluntary contributions sought and gives schools the discretion to charge for optional activities, provided wholly or mainly out of school hours and the right to invite voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school or in support of any activity organised by the school whether during or after school hours.
This charging policy is also written with reference following documents:

• DES Circular 2/89 
• The Education (School Sessions and Charges and Remissions Policies) 
(Information) (England) Regulations 1999 
 
POLICY AIMS
 

The aims of our Charging Policy are:

 

• To adhere to the right of free school education
• To enable all pupils to take full advantage of the enriched curriculum provided by the school


POLICY OBJECTIVES

The objectives of our Charging Policy are:

• To ensure that activities offered in school time should be available to all pupils regardless of their parents’ ability or willingness to meet the cost
• To identify those activities for which charges may be levied
• To determine which charges will be remitted for parents experiencing hardship
• To invite voluntary contributions for the benefit of the school in support of any activity organised by the school, either in or out of school hours
• To ensure that the responsibilities for the charging policy are clearly and appropriately allocated
• To ensure the regular review of the operation of the Charging Policy
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR ACTIVITIES AS PART OF THE CURRICULUM
When organising school trips or visits which enrich the curriculum and educational experience of the children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the activity. All contributions are voluntary. If there are insufficient voluntary contributions, the trip or activity may have to be cancelled.

If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution, the child is still allowed to participate fully in the trip or activity as long as parental consent has been given. If appropriate and funds allow, the school or Friends Association may pay a proportion of the costs.
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE FUND
  
At St. Peters School, parents are also asked to contribute to the School Building and Maintenance Fund. The cost is £15 per child or £20 per family per term. All funds received will be held on account in the Diocese and used to pay the 10% contribution that VA schools have to make towards any building projects undertaken in the school.
Parents are asked to use Gift Aid so that the Governors can reclaim the tax on their contributions.

We recognise that; 
• Such contributions are voluntary and no parent is under any obligation to make a contribution
• Pupils will not be treated differently if their parents have not made a contribution
Music Tuition
All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this. Visiting music teachers offer individual or small group music tuition at the school which is additional to the National Curriculum.  We give parents information about availability of this facility at the start of each academic year and a charge is made for these lessons. The fees are paid directly to Haringey Music Service. Parents/Carers who receive specific state benefits are exempt from charges for music tuition – details will be provided at the time that tuition is offered.
 CHARGING FOR ACTIVITIES DURING SCHOOL HOURS 
The Governors of St. Peters school agree that: 

• A charge will be levied for the provision of peripatetic tuition to individual pupils by the organisation providing the tuition. 
• The school retains the right to cancel any activity if insufficient funds are available.
• The Head teacher is responsible for deciding which activities a voluntary contribution should be sought.
• Children in the Reception classes pay a voluntary contribution of 20p per week to buy cooking ingredients.
Charges for individual pupils may not;

• Exceed the cost of providing the ‘optional extra’ activity divided by the number of participating pupils (i.e. must not incur a profit).  
• Include the cost of an alternative provision for other pupils who do not wish to participate, where a small part of the activity takes place in school hours. 

•The Governors of St. Peters will not charge for activities where parents are experiencing hardship. Parents will be advised to contact the Head teacher.
  
The Governors also delegate power to the Chair of FPPC and Head teacher to determine any individual case arising from the implementation of the policy.  

ADDITIONAL IN-SCHOOL CHARGES
Private Photocopying
The Governors have agreed that, under normal circumstances, no charge will be made for this service. Should a large number of copies be required for personal use, permission will be sought from the Head teacher and a donation will be charged to cover costs.
Telephone Calls
The staff pay a small contribution to the cost of their calls.
INCOME FROM SALES
Some goods are purchased through the school for the convenience of parents, e.g. Book bags, PE bags and school jumpers. The school charges to cover the costs. 

Some goods will be sold through the school with the intention of making a small profit and this often takes the form of commission. Goods include; Book Fair sales and school photographs.
INCOME FROM DONATIONS
Occasionally, the school will seek voluntary donations from events such as non-uniform days, sponsorship etc. The purpose for which the donation will be used is explained clearly to parents and visitors.
BREAKAGES & FINES
The Governors reserve the right to ask parents to pay for the cost of replacing any item such as:

• broken windows

• defaced, damaged or lost reading books

• replacement reading or homework diaries

• any item damaged as a result of unsatisfactory pupil behaviour.
SPECIAL NEEDS
The governing body confirms that no pupil with special needs or disabilities will be treated any differently than any other pupil. The school will take all reasonable steps to avoid putting children with special needs at a substantial disadvantage.
POLICY MONITORING AND REVIEW
This policy will be reviewed following a 3‐year Policy Review Cycle or when there are significant changes to legislation that warrant it. It may also be reviewed earlier should it no longer comply with school practice or the legal requirements of schools.
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